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of them are members of the bank and, as usual, were
sitting at a distance behind every one else; but they are
no longer regarded as untouchables, for in the last year
or two they have given up eating the flesh of animals
that have died. There is no sprinkling of the person and
no washing of clothes after chance contacts, nor are
their children made to sit apart in the village school.
'We wash after several days,' said a magnanimous Jat;
'they wash every day/ They have no temple of their own,
but are served by a Khatri sadhu who lives a few miles
away.

The village, which has about 100 houses, is virtually Religious
without religious teaching of any kind. There are three Teaching
temples, but no temple priest lives in the village, for he
would not earn enough to live on. The villagers depend
for their spiritual ministrations upon the visits of itiner-
ant pujaris. There are, however, four resident prohits
or family priests, one of whom cultivates and does a
little doctoring as well. At every wedding or funeral the
prohit who performs the ceremony gets from five to ten
rupees, and at every harvest receives from each family
he serves a pound for every maund* of produce. Very
occasionally a pandit visits the village and reads aloud
the Ramayan and the Bhagvadgita, but he has not been
round for three years. The girls get no religious
teaching at all.

The interest of the village is that it illustrates the Doctors
influence that a town like Karnal, which- has about
23,000 inhabitants, exercises upon its neighbourhood.
Thus, people go freely to the hospital in Karnal, where
there is a good doctor, and they prefer him to the hakim,
because the latter charges. 'The doctor is free, so we
run to him quickly.' Formerly they depended upon
spells, and when any one had fever they would fill
twenty earthenware bowls Qiandf) with grain to pro-
pitiate their ancestors, in case they had sent the fever
because they were hungry. These are now things of
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